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SOD CUTTER

Machine Preparation

Operator preparation and
training

Read the Operation & Safety
Manual

I an operater or mechanic cannol read English, it

i the owner's responsibility to explain this material
10 them. If any portion of this material is unclear, con-
tact your factory representative for clarification

Become familiar with the safe operation of the
equipment, operator controls and safety signs. Be
prepared lo stop the engine quickly in an emergency.
Do not operate or allow another person to operate
this machine if there are any questions about safety.

All operators and mechanics should be trained. The
owner is responsible for training the users

Wear appropriate clothing, including safety goggles
or safety glasses with side shields when operating.
Do nat operate barefoot or wearing open sandals.
Long hair, loose clothing or jewelry may get tangled
inrnoving paris.

Wear hearing protection.
Wear safety glasses.

Never allow underage children, unskilled or improgerly
trainad people lo operale this equipment. Local regula-
tions can restrict the age of the operator.

Keep warning labels and this operatar's manual leg-
ible and intact. Replacement labels and manuals are
ble from the faclory.

Do not operate machine while under the influence of
drugs or alcahol,

The ownerluser can prevent and is responsible for
accidents or injuries occurring to themselves, other
people or praperty

Site preparation and circumstances

Evaluate the terrain to determine how o safely per-
form the job. Only use accessories and attachments
approved by the manufaciurer,

Clear the area lo be cut of objects such as rocks,
toys, wire or gther debris that may, be Lhrown or get
Langled in the sod cutter.

identify and mark objects to be avoided such as
sprinkler heads, slakes, water valves, etc.

Be sure the area is clear of pets and people, espe-

where you last saw them. Stop the machine if any
enter the area.

Cut sod only in daylight or in good arti

Machine Preparation

Do not tamper with or defeat safety devices. Keep
guards, shields and interlock saflely devices in place
and in proper working condition. They are for your
protection.

Keep all fasteners such as nuls, bolts and pins well
secured.

Visually inspect blade and blade bolts for wear or
damage. Replace worn or demaged blades and boits.

Verify that machine and attachments, If any, are in
good operating condition.

Do nol engage blade until ready to cut sod.

OPERATING SAFELY

In General

.

w

Use extra care when loading or unfoading the ma-
chine into a traller or ruck.

Use caution when making turns and crossing roads
and sicdewalks. Stop blade when not cutting sod.
Do not run the engine in an enclosed area where
dangerous carbon monoxide fumes can collect.

Never leave a machine unattended. Always turn off
biade and stop engine when leaving the operator po-
sition. When leaving the machine be sure the wheel
drive clulch is engaged.

Use extreme caution when reversing or pulling ma-
chine towards you.

torage Safety

Stop the engine and allow to cool befare storing
Drain the fuel tank outdoors only.

Store fuel in an approved container in a cool, dry
place.

Keep the machine and fuel containers in a locked
storage place o prevent tampering and 1o keep chil-
dren from playing with them.

Do not store the machine or fuel container near heat-
ing appliances with an open flame, such as a water
heater, or an appliance with a pilot light.

Keep gasoline storage area free of grass, leaves and
excessive grease to reduce fire hazard

Clean grass and debris from cutting units, drives,
muffiers and engine to help prevent fires.
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Storage Safety

Start according to instructions in this manual or on
the mact

Befare attempting to start the engine, make sure the
master cluich is disengaged.

When starting the engine, make sure hands and feet
are clear of the blade.

Do not change engine governor settings or over-
speed the engine. Operating the engine at excessive
speed can increase the hazard of personal injury.

b Operating On Slopes
Use [xtra Care When Working On Slopes

Do not operate on slopes if uneasy or uncertain, Ulti-
mate responsibility for safe operation on slopes rests
writh the operator.

Do not operale on steap slopes.
Keep all movement on slopes slow and gradual.

Da not cut sod near drop-offs, ditches or embank-
ments. The machine could suddenly turn over if a
wheel runs over the edge or an edge caves in.

Do nol turr: on slopes unless necessary, and then
turn slowly and downhill when possible.

Be sure of your footing on slopes.

Interrupting Operation

Belore leaving he operator's position:
— Park on level ground,
— Disengage the master clutch
— Shut off the engine.
Disengage the master clutch and wait until the blade
staps moving then disengage the blade clutch:,
— when not culling sod;
for transport;
en crossing surfaces other than grass.
Stop the engine, disengage the master cluich and
wait until the blade stops moving:
— before refueling:
before making blade adjustment.
Siop the engine, disengage the master clutch, and
disconnect the spark plug wi re(s):
— before clearing blockages:
— before checking. cleaning or working on the ma-
chine;
— after striking a foreign object. Inspect the machine
for damage and make repairs before restarting:
the machine begins o vibrate abnormally: shut
off machine immediately. Inspect and make re-
pairs as needed before restarting;

SOD CUTTER

— except for repairs or adjusiments as specifically
noted, such as for carburetor adjustment, where
the engine must be running. Keep hands and
feet clear of moving parts in these circumstanc-
es.

Allow the blade to come to a complete stop when

stopping operation to clear blockages, unclog, in-

spect the machine, do maintenance or repair.

Reduce the throttle setting during engine shut-down

and, if the engine is provided with a shut-off valve,

turn the fuel off at the conclusion of aperation.

MAINTENANCE SAFETY
In general

Maintain machine according lo manufaclurer's
schedule and instructions for maximum salety
and best results,

Park machine on level ground.

Never allow untrained personngl to service ma
chine.

Guards should only be removed by qualified mainte-
nance technician for maintenance/service, Replace
when work is complete.

Adjust or repair only after the engine has been
stopped and the blade has stopped moving.
Disconnect spark plug wire(s) before doing any
maintenance.

Replace parts il worn, damaged or faulty. For best
results, always replace with parts recommended by
the manufacturer,

Do not dismantle the machine without releasing or
restraining forces which may cause parts to move
suddenly.

Provide adequate support, 8.g. jack stands for lifted
machine or parts if working beneath,

Do not put hands or feel near or under

ratating parts.

Clean up spilled ail or fuel thoroughly.
Replace faulty mufflers.

To reduce fire hazards, keep the engine, muffler,
and fuel slorage area [ree of grass, leaves, debris
buildup or grease.

SOD CUTTER

Blades

The sod cutler blade is sharp and can
cut. Use extra caution when handling.
Remove obstructions with care. Wrap the
blade or viear gloves.

Fuel
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A warniNG

Only replace blade. Never straighten or weld
Keep other persons away from blades

Petrol (gasoline) and diesel
fuels

are flammable; petrol (gasoline)
vapors are explosive, Use extra
care when handiing.

- Store only in containers spe-
cifically designed for fuel.

« When refueling or checking fuel level:
Slop the engine and allow to cool;

= Do not smoke;

Refuel outdoors only:

+ Useafunnel;
» Do not overfill;

+ Iffuelis spilled, do not attempt (o start the
engine untl the spill is cleaned up and vapors
have cleared.

»  Replace caps on fuel containers and tanks
securely.

Sparks from slatic eleclricity can slart fires or cause
explosions. Flowing fuel can generate static electricity.
To prevent static electricity sparks:

Keep luel containers electrically grounded. Do not
cantainers in a vehicie or on a truck or traller bed
with a plastic finer. Fill containers an the ground
away from the vehicle.

When practical, remove petrol (gas) powered equip-
iment from the truck or trailer and refuel it on the
ground. [f equipment must be refueled on the truck
. refuel from a portable cantainer rather than
adispenser nozzle.

Keep the dispenser nozzle in contact with the fim
of the fuel lank or container opening until fueling is
complete. Do not use a nozzle lock-open device.




